
  

 

 

543 South Mountain Avenue 

 Ashland, Oregon 97520 

(541) 482-0814 

communications@ashlandquakers.org   

www.ashlandquakers.org  

SOUTH MOUNTAIN FRIENDS MEETING 
THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) 

Unprogrammed Worship in Ashland, Oregon 

 Summertime 2026 

 

SUNDAY AM 
SCHEDULE 

First-Hour Activity 

9 to 10 am                                            

Spirit-Based Discussions  

CIRCLE OF LIGHT: All are invited 
to gather monthly to collectively hold 
those in need in the Light.  

WINNOWING SESSION:            
Worshipful meeting in which diverse 
opinions can be openly expressed.  

WORSHIP SHARING: Focusing 
on a specific query and seeking to 
draw ourselves into sacred space, 
we explore and share from our own 
experience, without cross-talk,                 
allowing silence to integrate what 
others have shared, and sharing only 
once until all who wish have spoken.  

MEETING FOR BUSINESS:  
Special, monthly period of worship 
focused on discernment and                
decision-making. 

Summertime First-Hour 
Schedule on Page 2 

  Meeting for Worship 
11 am to Noon EVERY Sunday  

Hybrid: Both at the Quaker 
Meeting House and by Zoom  

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/7477317797pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIb

GRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09 

Co-Creating a Compassionate Future 
“We are for Justice and Mercy, and Truth and Peace, and 

true Freedom, that these may be exalted in our Nation; 

and that Goodness, Righteousness, Meekness,                             

Temperance, Peace and Unity with God, and one with  

another, that these things 

may abound, and be 

brought forth abundantly.”   
—Edward Burroughs,                   

Early English Quaker Leader, 

1659  
  

“If our common life is to  

become more                           

compassionate, creative, 

and just, it will take an intergenerational effort. Let’s stop 

talking about “passing the baton” to the young as we    

elders finish running our laps. Since 

most of us are more skilled at sitting 

than at running, let’s change the 

metaphor and invite young adults to 

join the orchestra. As we sit together, 

we can help them learn to play their 

instruments—while they help us learn 

the music of the emerging world, 

which they hear more clearly than 

we do. Together we can compose                        

something lovelier and more alive 

than the current cacophony,                   

something in which dissonance                 

has a place but does not dominate." 

—Parker Palmer, Quaker author, educator, and activist                                                                

(Contributed by Ká Hering) 

  

“By believing passionately in something that still does not 

exist, we create it. The nonexistent is whatever we have 

not sufficiently desired.” 

—Franz Kafka                                                                                             

(Cited in The Future is Peace                                                                      
by Aziz Abu Sarah & Maoz Inon) 

  

mailto:communications@ashlandquakers.org
http://www.ashlandquakers.org
http://www.ashlandquakers.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7477317797?pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbGRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7477317797?pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbGRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7477317797?pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbGRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09
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Summertime Sunday First-Hour Activities (9-10 am) 
 

Sundays in July 
 
  5  Circle of Light 
 
12  Winnowing Session: South Mountain Friends response to North Pacific Yearly Meeting’s financial woes 
 
19  Book Sharing: Tell us about a book that has meant a lot to you spiritually 
 
26 Worship Sharing: How am I feeling in today’s world? How does my faith guide me? 
 

Sundays in August 
 
  2  Circle of Light 
 
  9 Worship-Sharing: How do I know if I am a mystic? Are all Quakers mystics? 
  
16  Nothing scheduled (as yet) 
 
23 Worship Sharing: How do I discern when to stand and speak in worship?   
 
30  Peace & Social Concerns Committee-led Discussion: Quaker responses to Palestinian-Israeli conflicts 

 
Sundays in September 
 
  6  Circle of Light 
 
13  No first-hour activity so to encourage Friends to stay after worship for our Quarterly Potluck lunch. Please  

label ingredients and honor such food sensitivities as gluten-free, onions, vinegar, tomatoes, bay leaf, and 
vegan/vegetarian. 

 
20  Meeting for Business: (9 -10:30 am) In-person only (for hybrid, contact Rochelle in a timely fashion)                                         
  
27  How to Quaker: First in a series of five 

Advices & Queries: “Be Not Afraid” 
Courage is a fundamental act of faith.  

As Friends, we examine our fears and have the courage to release those that            
prevent us from growing in the Spirit and following our Guide. As we continue     
letting go of our fears and following the motions of love, we are led into a new, 
more abundant, and joy-filled life. Although this life is not always free of pain, it       
is graced with a courage that will endure any adversity.  

We ask those in authority to employ their power to reconcile and unify us, rather 
than to exploit fear to divide us. 

It takes courage to reach out to those who are creating fear and to those who are 
controlled by fear. We work to restore harmony through peacemaking and                        
reconciliation based in mutual love. Disharmony is a manifestation of fear; it results 
in separation from God, from ourselves, from our fellow human beings, and from all 
of creation. 

How does fear influence our lives? Are our decisions based on fear, or do we trust the Spirit’s urging toward 
love and reconciliation? How do we let go of our fears, trusting the Spirit,                                                 

so that we can restore peace in our Meetings and communities? 

Do we encourage each other through love to act in faithful witness?                                                          
How do we identify and confront fears that deceive, enslave, and stop us from living faithfully? 

In times of trial and terror, how can we open our hearts, return to God’s love, and move forward with courage? 

What would we do, as individuals and as a community, if we were not afraid? 
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Quaker-based Community Activity Open to All  
Free Writing Friends: every MONDAY afternoon                                                                                          

Song Circle: 6:30 pm 2nd TUESDAYS 

Applied Improv Open Studio: occurs QUARTERLY 

  

Co-Creating a Compassionate Present 

Wandering around the Albuquerque Airport Terminal, after learning my flight had been detained four 
hours, I heard an announcement: “If anyone in the vicinity of Gate A-4 understands any Arabic, 
please come to the gate immediately.” Well – one pauses these days. Gate A-4 was my own gate. I 
went there. 

An older woman in full traditional Palestinian embroidered dress, 
just like my grandma wore, was crumpled to the floor, wailing             
loudly. “Help,” said the Flight Agent. “Talk to her. What is her                 
problem? We told her the flight was going to be late, and she did 
this.” I stooped to put my arm around the woman and spoke                    
haltingly. “Shu dow-a, Shu-bid-buck Habibti? Stani schwa, Min    
fadlick, Shu-bit-se-wee?” The minute she heard any words she 
knew, however poorly used, she stopped crying. She thought the 
flight had been cancelled entirely. She needed to be in El Paso               
for major medical treatment the next day. I said, “You’re fine,                 
you’ll get there, who’s picking you up? Let’s call him.” We called    
her son, I spoke with him in English, saying I would stay with his 
mother till we got on the plane. 

She talked to him. Then we called her other sons just for fun. Then we called my dad, and he and 
she spoke for a while in Arabic and found out, of course, they had ten shared friends. Then I thought 
just for the heck of it why not call some Palestinian poets I know and let them chat with her? 

This all took up two hours. She was laughing a lot by then. Telling about her life, patting my knee, 
answering questions. She had pulled a sack of homemade mamool cookies – little powdered sugar 
crumbly mounds stuffed with dates and nuts – from her bag – and was offering them to all the                     
women at the gate. To my amazement, not a single woman declined one. It was like a sacrament. 
The traveler from Argentina, the mom from California, the lovely woman from Laredo – we were all 
covered with the same powdered sugar. And smiling. There is no better cookie. 

And then the airline broke out free apple juice from 
huge coolers, and two little girls from our flight ran 

around serving it, and they were covered with                      
powdered sugar too. And I noticed my new best 
friend – by now we were holding hands – had a   

potted plant poking out of her bag, some medicinal 
thing, with green furry leaves. Such an old country 

traveling tradition. Always carry a plant. Always stay 
rooted to somewhere. And I looked around that gate 
of late and weary ones and thought, this is the world 

I want to live in. The shared world. Not a single                 
person in that gate – once the crying of confusion 
stopped – seemed apprehensive about any other 
person. They took the cookies. I wanted to hug all 

those other women too. This can still happen                  
anywhere. Not everything is lost. 

—Naomi Shihab Nye, Palestinian American poet, editor, and novelist (submitted by Anya kumara) 

Details: OUR SCHEDULE |         
AshlandQuakers  

https://www.ashlandquakers.org/our-schedule
https://www.ashlandquakers.org/our-schedule
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Friends Present: Josephine             
Olson, Melody Ashworth, Bill                
Ashworth, Samantha Archer, Ká 
Hering, Lori Fleuter, Jean Semrau, 
Andra Hollenbeck, Nancy Spear, 
Adam Thompson, Herb Rothschild, 
Ken Deveney, Fernando Gapasin, 
Crystal Bosbach, Ann Gaffney,   
Rochelle Webster, Bob Morse 

Quote & Reflection: 
“Incomparably the most important 
thing is that each one of us should 
be sensitive to the call of God to 
ourselves and not spend time in 
passing judgment on the lives of 
others. To some the call will be to 
adopt the witness of great                    
simplicity, perhaps to live in an                  
Indian village or in a London slum. 
To others the most important thing 
will be to maintain our ancient               
testimony against ‘fightings with 
outward weapons, for any end, or 
under any pretence whatever.’ But 
perhaps most will be called to the 
humdrum tasks of serving an              
employer supremely well, or                 
running a house, bringing up a 
family, keeping the peace with                 
difficult neighbors, serving the   
community in little things – the 
tasks which, because they are  
simple, are in fact most difficult to 
do with dedication… Our duty is                
to be sensitive to what God is                
asking us to do, and not to                     
dissipate our energies trying to be 
absolutists in several directions at 
once.” ~Industry & the Social Order 
Conference, 1958, (in Quaker Faith 
& Practice 5th ed, Britain) 

Action items 

Announcement: Sam will be  
clerking Zoom (meaning paying   
attention to hand raised by Friend 
attending by hybrid). 

Nominating Comm. (Lori) M&C  
nomination of Adam Thompson. 
Despite earlier misunderstandings, 
Jean Semrau will be continuing to 
serve until her term ends.  

2026.06.1 Friends approved the 
addition of Adam Thompson to 
Ministry and Counsel. 

OWL/Tech set-up Background: It 
used to be that whoever clerked 
the weekly Meeting for Worship 
would also set up the technology to 
use during worship. As we are 
moving to a more diverse group to 
clerk Meeting for Worship, it has 
become clear that those two roles 
(setting up the tech and clerking 
the Meeting for Worship) should be 
separate. Ad hoc tech committee 
has now been informed of the     
request from the business meeting 
to organize volunteers and, within 
the last 24 hours, Kitty Cable has 
volunteered to coordinate these 
tech set-up volunteers. Nominating 
committee will continue to search 
for members for a standing tech 
committee, which will replace/
absorb the ad hoc tech committee. 
This standing Tech Committee will 
be tasked with coordinating other 
tech needs moving forward.  

2026.06.2 Friends approved the 
creation of a standing                          
Technology Committee.  

2026.06.3 Friends approved the 
selection of Kitty Cable as Tech 
Coordinator for Meeting for  
Worship. 

2026.06.4 Friends expressed           
appreciation for Kitty Cable and 
the work they do behind the 
scenes in various ways to                 
support the technical logistics  
of the Meeting.  

Ministry & Counsel (Andra) 

2026.06.5 Friends approved the 
appointment of Rochelle                
Webster to finish out this year’s 
term as Presiding Clerk rather 
than as Interim Clerk. 

M&C has asked the Meeting for 
Business to suggest Friends for the 
Quaker retreat ad hoc planning 
committee. Andra collected names 
for M&C to reach out to, but 
Friends reading the minutes should 

reach out to Andra with other 
names or to nominate themselves. 
Andra will also reach out to the 
neighborhood groups.  

Samantha Archer has a leading to 
attend the Young Adult Friend  
England Gathering with Young 
Adult Friends from all over the 
world. M&C requests that Meeting 
support Sam’s journey with funding 
that goes beyond the budget for 
travel support. Hence, this request 
is coming to the full Meeting for 
Business.  

2026.06.6 Friends approved     
Samantha Archer’s spending up 
to $2000 in service of her                
participation and travel to and 
from the Young Adult Friend 
England Gathering this August. 
Friends send our greetings with 
her to other Friends.  

M&C expressed a desire to              
discuss, in the future, the process 
for supporting leadings that is less 
cumbersome.  

Peace & Social Concerns (Herb) 
Quaker Earth Care Witness is              
attempting to gather and engage in 
a day-of-action on the environment, 
called Quaker Day for the                       
Environment, on or about 19 Sept.. 
The activity(ies) that the Meeting 
participates in are up to each               
individual meeting. P&SC has             
volunteered to help plan and              
support the actual activities.  

2026.06.7 Friends approved 
South Mountain Friends                  
Meeting’s participation in               
Quaker Earth Care Witness’s 
Quaker Day for the Environment 
in September 2026 as planned 
by Peace and Social Concerns. 

Treasurer’s Report (Adam) There 
was not a lot of financial activity in 
May, and there is a bit of a backlog 
in May donation entry, which will  

Business Meeting      
Minutes                          

Continued on Page 5 

Meeting for Worship for Business 21 June 2026 

Something need correcting? Inform our clerk before next business meeting (clerk@ashlandquakers.org) 

mailto:clerk@ashlandquakers.org
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be reported in June. The second 
round of P&SC donations will be 
made shortly. We will finish this year 
with a bit of a deficit, but we are not 
concerned because the overall                
financial health of the Meeting is 
strong.  

Approval of Annual Budget 
(Adam) The budget as seasoned 
received no comments.  

2026.06.8 Friends approved the 
2026-27 budget as seasoned. 

Coordinating Committee, North 
Pacific Yearly Meeting (NPYM): As 
a Meeting, we have  opportunities to 
give input on NYPM finances  before 
and after NPYM Annual Session at 
Zoom meetings. The Yearly Meeting 
lost $21,000 last year, and this has 
been a trend every year for the last 
number of years. There are 3                     
reasons for this:  

1. The committee that sets up the 
pay-as-you-are-led targets has not 
historically been transparent about 
what the actual cost of Annual                
Sessions has been, so reaching the 
financial targets has really not               
covered costs.  

2. There are many more paid                
positions, yet fewer attendees, than 
in years past.  

3. Because of the crises affecting 
higher education these days, the 
cost of meeting on university                  
campuses has increased.  
 
NPYM is planning to address this 
budget deficit by increasing the 
membership contribution from each 
Monthly Meeting by $10 per               
member. This plan will be discussed 
at Plenary Sessions taking place 
during Annual Sessions. Bill                    
Ashworth, our member on the       
Coordinating Committee, requests 
that Friends consider attending               
Plenary Sessions either in person 
when attending Annual Sessions or 
on Zoom. The second Sunday in  
July, the 12th, will be a winnowing 
session, which Bill will clerk, for us to 

discuss this issue together before 
Annual Session Plenary Meeting and 
to determine if we are unified in a 
response and would like to respond 
as a Meeting or to participate as     
individuals.  

Reports and Information Items 

Library: There are books that have 
been culled from the library on the 
table in the common area for Friends 
to take if they would like. Friends are 
appreciative of Tara Jones’s librarian 
endeavors.  

M&C: The 2027 Knitting Us              
Together Traveling Friend: Susan 
Marie with elder Joe Snyder, both 
from Portland. Focus will be on deep 
listening. Likely Sunday 3/14/27, but 
pending final date. Hospitality with 
separate beds would be appreciated. 
The Ashworths have volunteered to 
host.  

Use of savings & abundance in joy 
ad hoc committee will meet on June 
22.  

ICE activity has been ramping up. 
P&SC urged Friends to report                 
activity so it can be properly                 
witnessed.  

P&SC shared that the discussion on 
Israel/Palestine at First Hour on 31 
May was well attended, and there 
was sentiment for further discussion 
of this pressing topic. So, we will  
focus on it again on the next fifth 
Sunday, which will be 30 August.  

M&C, with assistance, is thinking 
about how to make sure that our 
spiritual counsel meets Oregon law 
for  “clergy-penitent privilege.” M&C 
expects that all of our spiritual                  
counselors have a duty to keep such 
communication confidential, but will 
bring a recommendation to this 
Meeting in future.  

Meditation on Love and Peace has 
been laid down. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Rochelle Webster, Clerk 
Ann Gaffney, Recording Clerk 

Business Meeting Minutes: Continued from Page 4 Applied               
Improv Open 

Theater   

7 – 9:15 pm                          
Thursday 6 August     

at Peace House 

2 hours of Julian 
Boal's teachings as 

seen through a glass 
darkly by Rochelle 

Download a couple of 
hours of Julian Boal's 

workshop:  

I'm planning to go to a 
workshop taught by              
Augusto Boal's son              
Julian in late July 
in Minneapolis.   

   Anyone interested? 
(https://ptoweb.org/

community/calendar/#!
event/2026/7/26/2026-

pedagogy-and-theatre-of
-the-oppressed-post-

conference-workshop-
with-julian-boal-3-days) 

 

Warm-up                           
from Oregonian Brad                  
Fortier’s “Creating a                 

Spontaneous Village” 

Images: 
handshake example 

make individual images of a 
word (love, institution,                     

government, oppression) 
 
Introspective technique #7: 
The Image of the Rainbow 

of Desire (Boal, Rainbow of                 
Desire, p.150 -156) 

 
Close out 
Shake it out 
Hold thumbs 
  

 —Rochelle Webster 
 

https://ptoweb.org/community/calendar/#!event/2026/7/26/2026-pedagogy-and-theatre-of-the-oppressed-post-conference-workshop-with-julian-boal-3-days
https://ptoweb.org/community/calendar/#!event/2026/7/26/2026-pedagogy-and-theatre-of-the-oppressed-post-conference-workshop-with-julian-boal-3-days
https://ptoweb.org/community/calendar/#!event/2026/7/26/2026-pedagogy-and-theatre-of-the-oppressed-post-conference-workshop-with-julian-boal-3-days
https://ptoweb.org/community/calendar/#!event/2026/7/26/2026-pedagogy-and-theatre-of-the-oppressed-post-conference-workshop-with-julian-boal-3-days
https://ptoweb.org/community/calendar/#!event/2026/7/26/2026-pedagogy-and-theatre-of-the-oppressed-post-conference-workshop-with-julian-boal-3-days
https://ptoweb.org/community/calendar/#!event/2026/7/26/2026-pedagogy-and-theatre-of-the-oppressed-post-conference-workshop-with-julian-boal-3-days
https://ptoweb.org/community/calendar/#!event/2026/7/26/2026-pedagogy-and-theatre-of-the-oppressed-post-conference-workshop-with-julian-boal-3-days
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South Mountain Friends Meeting 

543 South Mountain Avenue 

Ashland, Oregon 97520 

Officers  
Presiding Clerk: Rochelle Webster 646-5186  
Treasurer: Adam Thompson 201-8255  
Recording Clerk: Ann Gaffney 603-490-7193 
Communications Clerk: Jean Semrau 646-8225 with Kitty 
Cable (tech support) 
Joint Committee Delegates: Richard Spencer 707-543- 
6330; Merlin McDaniel 301-6054  
 
 

Standing Committees                             
Ministry and Counsel: Andra Hollenbeck 601-6421,    
David Runkel 210-0031, Jean Semrau 646-8225, Jim    
Lobsenz 206-399-2782, Jamie McLeod-Skinner 777-7797, 
Adam Thompson 201-8255, Rochelle Webster (ex officio)  
 

Nominating Committee: Adam Thompson 201-8255, Lori 
Fleuter, Kathleen Donham, JoAnn Sustrick 

*Peace and Social Concerns: Herb Rothschild 531-2848, 
Ken Deveney, Jim Lobsenz,  Steve Radcliffe, Fernando 
Gapasin 

*Finance: Ann Gaffney, Jean Semrau, Adam Thompson 
(ex officio)  

*Friendship and Hospitality: Ká Hering 778-5206, 
Crystal Bosbach, Cathy McDaniel, JoAnn Sustrick   
 
Welcomers: Andra Hollenbeck, Brittany Fagin/Kody  
Kirby, Richard Spencer, Fernando Gapasin 
 
 
 
 

 All area codes are 541 unless otherwise noted    
 

  Newsletter submissions are due to Bob Morse 
morse@mind.net) Tuesday after Business Meeting 

 

*Interest Group Contact Persons                     
*Adult Education: Bill Ashworth 778-9470 
*Applied Improv: Rochelle Webster 646-5186 
*Art Displays: Becky Hale 601-3084, Marian Spadone 503-   
 252-1624 
*Building & Grounds: Merlin McDaniel 301-6054  
*Circle of Light: Crystal Bosbach 930-4222, Nancy Spear 
 626-4377-8913 
*Free Writing Friends: Becky Hale 601-3084  
*Friends Men’s Group: Ken Deveney 482-2173 
*Friends Women’s Group: Althea Godfrey 261-5329 
*Meditation on Peace/Love: Ká Hering 778-5206,        
 Fernando Gapasin 503-917-1286 
*Outdoor Worship: Ká Hering 778-5206 
*Racial Concerns: Bob Morse 482-8449  
*Song Circle: Rochelle Webster 646-5186 
*Unhoused Neighbors: Alex Reid 707-499-9146 
*Young Adult Friends: Hazel Jordan 360-229-5498 
*Zoom Support: Adam, Andra, Brittany, Kitty, Kody, Sam, 
 Valeria 
 

Other Contact Persons 
Librarian: Tara Jones 817-471-5120 
Newsletter: Bob Morse 482-8449  
NPYM Coordinating Committee: Bill Ashworth 778-9470 
Web Site Administration: Bob Morse 482-8449 
 

Monthly Neighborhood Gatherings 
*Dancing Bears group: Herb Rothschild 531-2848 
*Outliers group: Becky Hale 601-3084 
*Quaker Neighbors: Jean Semrau 646-8225                 
*Sunday Afternoon group: Lucy Edwards 941-7539 
*Quaker Kin: Bob Morse 482-8449 

*All new and longtime participants welcome    
 

mailto:morse@mind.net

