
  

 

 

рпо {ƻǳǘƘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 

 !ǎƘƭŀƴŘΣ hǊŜƎƻƴ фтрнл 

όрпмύ пун-лумп 

ŀǎƘƭŀƴŘǉǳŀƪŜǊǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 www.ashlandquakers.org  

όbŜŀǊ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ hǊŜƎƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅύ 

SOUTH MOUNTAIN FRIENDS MEETING 
THE RELIGIOUS SOCIET Y OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS)  

 Second Month 2022  

The Fruits of BASE's Labor 
BASE is a Rogue Valley Black-led organization that our 
Friends Meeting sponsors.  To provide a sense of events 
that BASE has initiated in 2021, we'll start at year's end 
and flip through the calendar in reverse.   

Toward their objective of building unity within the Black 
community, BASE observed Kwanzaa, an annual        

celebration of African-American culture, history, and identity from  26    
December to 1 January.  As the Swahili roots of the name implies, 
Kwanzaa celebrates "first fruits" and is based on a composite of various 
African harvest festival traditions.  For BASE, the harvest means ñthat 
which comes from all the work done over the past year.ò 

On the first night of Kwanzaa, the youth 
of BASE's Afroscoutz program took to 
the stage to perform the music and      
poetry they've worked on all fall in music 
and dance classes. Afroscoutz was     
created for children of African descent to 
inspire development, leadership, and                                
socialization.  After the youth ñbrought  
down the house,ò Gansango Music & 
Dance performed traditional and contemporary rhythms and movements 
from West Africa.   

In October, BASE gathered the community for a fun, festive Halloween 
jamboree. Ushering in summer, BASE co-hosted Medford's first annual 
multicultural, family-friendly  Juneteenth carnival, while showcasing local 
Black businesses and commemorating the emancipation of African-
American slaves.   

BASE's founding director is a filmmaker; thus, BASE created movies for 
Malcolm's and Martin's birthdays. On 19 May, Malcolm X's birthday gift 
was a video with clips from his poignant speeches punctuated by         
expressions by locals recalling all that Malcolm did for freedom and    
prosperity for Blacks in America. In preparation for Martin's birthday, 
Black community members filmed highlights of their discussions of MLK's 
book Why We Can't Wait, interspersed with newsreel footage of Martin's 
civil rights' activities. The MLK Day film-showing kicked off BASE's    
challenge to Rogue Valley residents to gather in groups and discuss   
Martin's pivotal writing. A team of South Mountain Friends heeded 
BASE's request and dispensed copies of Why We Canôt Wait to local 
faith communities and Ashland High School's Truth to Power Club.   

South Mountainôs decision as a Meeting to sponsor BASE arose out of a  
leading toward reparations. Another part of reparations is helping       
communities thrive that historically have been economically stymied by 
racially unjust laws and practices that restricted or literally destroyed 
Black-owned businesses. BASE has assembled a list of businesses and 
services owned and operated by Black Rogue Valley residents. The list 
currently has 90 entries and can be viewed at Directory Archive - BASE 
Southern Oregon (baseoregon.org).    ðBob Morse 

SUNDAY MORNING 
SCHEDULE 
First-Hour Activity 

9 to 10 am                                            

Discussions via Zoom 

First-Hour Zoom Link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/85099502775?
pwd=VmgxVFFzVkhyUkhRYkpNY

mJ6TGZUdz09   
 

 

6 February   Winnowing Session: 
From Climate Crisis to Community 
Opportunities  (see Page 4) 
 
6 February: Rise of Meeting               

Bring Your Own Brown Bag Lunch                           
Outdoors (dress warmly, weather 
permitting, hot beverages served) 

 
            

13 February  Winnowing Session: 
Discerning When Best to Hold      
Business Meeting (See Page 5) 
 
 
 

20 February 
Meeting for Business (9-10:30 am) 
 

27 February  Adult Education:      
Hannah Sohl, founding director of 
Rogue Climate, to lead a discussion 
on climate justice activism on the 
personal, faith group, and                  
community levels 

Meeting for Worship 
11 am to Noon                    

 

At The Quaker Meeting House  
or by Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/7477317797pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIb
GRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09 

 
PS: BASEôs 2022 MLK Day Video: https://fb.watch/aBNiPNk1HA/ 

mailto:ashlandquakers@gmail.com
http://www.ashlandquakers.org
https://baseoregon.org/directory/
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85099502775?pwd=VmgxVFFzVkhyUkhRYkpNYmJ6TGZUdz09
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85099502775?pwd=VmgxVFFzVkhyUkhRYkpNYmJ6TGZUdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7477317797?pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbGRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7477317797?pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbGRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09
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White Christmas 2021  
 
 

In     
SMFMõs 
Outdoor 
Meeting 
Space,         

Glenwood 
Park, as 
well as 
Ashlandõs 
Railroad 
Park and 
Bike Path  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Bob Morse              
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Advices & Queries on DISCERNMENT 
Seeking and waiting for Truthôs leadings is a discipline through which all can grow in patience, unity, and 
love. Decisions under the guidance of the Spirit knit the loving community together. 

We remain patient and wait upon God as long as needed for a decision to emerge which clearly                               
recommends itself as the right one.  

We guard against contentiousness, obstinacy, and love of control and power. We remember that our views, 
however fondly cherished, may be wrong.  

We season our decisions and test our leadings with patience and integrity. We take care to stay within our 
leadings, lest we outrun our Guide. 

Friends approach meeting for business, committee meetings, and other occasions for group discernment 
with trust that the Holy Spirit will lead us to unity and right action. Unity is always possible because the same 
Light of Truth shines in some measure in every human heart. Communal discernment takes place in a                  
context of worship as those present seek divine guidance.  

Friends expect unity as the outcome, not as the starting point, of communal discernment. We proceed in the 
peaceable spirit of the light of Truth, with forbearance and warm affection for one another. Light will be shed 
on matters from many angles. We trust that as Truth is spoken, its power cannot be resisted.  

We express our views but refrain from pressing them unduly. It is less important for any individual to be 
heard than it is for Truth to be given voice.  

Group discernment and the search for unity may require us to accept with good grace a decision of the         
meeting we do not entirely agree with.  

Contributing to the meetingôs discernment is a responsibility of membership. This includes attending                   
meetings for business and being faithful in the service of the meetingôs affairs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do we patiently seek divine guidance to discern the right course of action? 

How do we test our leadings? Do we patiently and prayerfully seek clearness in the Light?                                  
Do we offer spiritual aid for others who are seeking clearness? 

When our own way is unclear, do we seek the counsel of others in our meeting? 

What can we do to help others recognize, temper, and strengthen their leadings? 

Do we hold our meetings for business in the spirit of worship, love, and understanding?                                      
How are we seeking Godôs Truth together in community? 

Do we regularly take part in meetings for business?                                                                          
Do we uphold the meeting in prayer when we cannot be present? 

Do we come into meeting for business prepared to be changed? Are we ready to let go                                          
of our individual thoughts and wishes and let the Holy Spirit lead the meeting to unity? 

As difficult problems arise, are we careful to meet them in a spirit of love and humility,                                   
with minds open for creative solutions? How do we avoid taking sides and forming factions? 

Do we avoid the pressure of time, neither unnecessarily prolonging nor unduly curtailing full consideration? 

Are we aware that we speak through inaction as well as action? 
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Faith-Based Climate Action 
On 9 January as our Meeting discussed faith-based climate action, we felt the weight of the feelings 
that surfaced, at times immobilizing us.  Following our engaging in the Experiment with Light guided 
mediation, we shared our awarenesses, concerns, and questions.  It was as if we were dispersing 
seeds, not yet sure which, if any, will germinate. Here are the comments and questions all stated as 
queries for all of us to ponder further: 

How to communicate the urgency of climate chaos? 
How to balance/prioritize individual vs. community action? 

How to remember that there is that of God in everyone, even those who waste energy? 
How to reconcile that we all see the world through different lenses, even I? 

How to move beyond my despair in light of the reality that there's no turning back climate change? 
How to center love of life (as felt by ñwitnessing the heat domeôs impact on my garden and realizing 
love for the whole range of lifeò) in whatever faith-based climate action we collectively take? 

(ñThis crisis feels so big; I hold the world in the Light.ò)                                                                                    
How to stay open to spiritual guidance as we move forward? 

How to support the work of scientists? 
How to reach people (who offer ideological answers)                                                                          
with the perspective that this is an existential problem? 

(ñIf we don't reach people with facts but instead reach them on a feeling levelò):                                            
How to stay in touch with our feelings without getting bogged down in despair? 

How to shift the discomfort, which discussing climate chaos surfaces,                                                        
and reframe the conversation in order to give people hope? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From Climate Crisis to Community Opportunities                                                               
First Hour Winnowing Session 9 am Sunday 6 February 2022 

Feelings: Quakers emphasize speaking from our personal experience, and climate experts tell us 
an important step we citizens can take is to talk about climate. Such conversations, however, bring 
up feelings.  Let us begin our discussion with each of us checking in with what we're currently feeling 
about the climate crisis. 

Visions: As climate change has shifted to climate crisis, there's been a growing awareness of what 
needs to be dismantled (i.e., the fossil fuel industry, corporate money in politics, banks that finance 
non-green energy). The slow pace and lack of consensus for such dismantling engenders a                   
collective sense of despondency, hopelessness, and stuckness. What if we instead give ourselves 
the opportunity to voice our visions of the world in which we'd like to live?  As the editor of the                   
Anti-Racism Daily blog recently wrote, "If we don't cultivate the capacity to imagine our futures, we'll 
never arrive there." 

Creations: What are our Meeting's gifts?  What roles might we play and what initial steps might we 
take toward inspiring an interfaith movement that builds community cohesion while "greening" our 
region?                                                                                                                                                  
 ðBob Morse 
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The question arose during the 9 January climate discussion whether there might be a  

òcaroló that could be sung from neighborhood to neighborhood to stimulate climate talk 

and action. Ken Deveney offered a song that he had already written:  

"Keep it in the Ground" (to the tune of "There is a Tavern in the Town") 

We've got to keep it in the ground.  That cry is heard the world around.   

We got to tell our congress persons to get on the ball, 'cause climate change affects us all!  

Taxing greenhouse pollution is a very good solution; let those fossil fuel corporations find another 

trade.  

Adieu, adieu, kind friends, adieu. We're gonna cook in our own stew!  

We got to tell our congress persons to get on the ball, 'cause climate change affects us all!  

Enhancing Fellowship Through Photos and Blurbs 
To further our getting to know each other better, Friendship and Hospitality committee is compiling an album of 
folks who attend South Mountain Friends Meeting to be kept in our fellowship hall at the Meeting House for 
Friends  to peruse. To begin the project, I request that Friends email me a picture of themselves (as a JPEG).   

Please accompany your photo with a brief biological blurb. Here are 
some bio prompts: Where do you live?  When/where did you initially 
attend a Quaker Meeting? How long have you been affiliated with South 
Mountain Meeting? How does Quaker affiliation/identity inform your life? 
What activities or community involvements nourish your soul?   

 ðK§ Hering, Kathleen4bees@gmail.com  

When Best To Hold Business Meeting 
Winnowing Session: 9 am Sunday 13 February 

At the onset of COVID restrictions and our move to Zoom, we shifted the 
beginning of business meeting to 9 am. During January's business   
meeting when the request to again change the start time surfaced, many 
views were sharedðwithout a sense of unity. Therefore, Friends decided 
to winnow this topic.  Some options are: 

Stay at current meeting time of 9 am and remain on Zoom 

Move the start of meeting back to the pre-COVID time (8:30 am) and Zoom  

Do hybrid Meeting for Business in addition to our usual hybrid Meeting for Worship                                        
to eliminate the travel-time challenge between the two meetings 

Return to in-person meetings at 8:30 am as done before COVID 

Consider other times for Meeting for Business such as after Meeting for Worship, say 1 pm,                                   
or on a weekday evening 

ðValeria Breiten and Andra Hollenbeck 

Quaker Men to Gather 

The next Willamette Quarterly Meeting (WQM) Menôs Retreat is scheduled for 8-10 April at the Big 
Bear Camp near Walton, Oregon. Note the date while staying tuned for details.  
 
Questions? John Etter, 541-554-4515, johnetter4449@gmail.com  or Neal Hadley, 541-530-3955, 
nhadley892@gmail.com 

mailto:Kathleen4bees@gmail.com

