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First-Hour Activity In the time of Persephone
= - still languishing
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Spirit-Based Discussions in the t|me Of the WOFS'[ Of timeS.
Hybrid: Both In-Person and in the time of speak now or forever hold your tongue
via Zoom (link below) because it will be taken from you.

, o in the time of our rights being done wrong.
4 May No First Hour Activity in the time of asking is there somebody there?
10:15-11 am: Circle of Light

In the time of no time left to waste.

11 May Let Your Life Speak In the time of the odds are against us.

Nancy Spear will share her spiritual
journey up to and including finding ]
and experiencing South Mountain Some are forgettlng,_but some
Friends Meeting. All Are Welcomel! are remembering.

some are denying, but some
18 May ZOOM ONLY are saying enough.

8:30-10 am: Business Meeting some are in retreat.
25 May What is Friends World some are in the streets,
Comnmittee for Consultation? demanding.

Hazel Jordan will shine a |Ight on the some are assembling’ being
Quaker Organization called FWCC. braver than they

Details on Page 3 .
believed they could be.
Meeting for Worship some turn away, but some turn toward the WAY.

11 am to Noon

To save the world what will you do?

Hybrid: Both at the Quaker | May the more loving ones
Meeting House and by Zoom v and braver ones be us.
(Ilnk beIOW): —Gail Onion

https://us02web.zoom.us/
/7477317797 pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhlbG
RmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09

Outdoor Worship on the Back
Deck 11-11:45 am Sundays

“EVERYTHING YOU WANT IS ON
THE OTHER SIDE OF FEAR.”
—Jack Canfield
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Writers’ Retreat for F/friends
Friday 9 May — Sunday 11 May

The Quaker-initiated Free Writing Friends Circle has reserved a weekend at
St Rita’s Retreat Center in Gold Hill. We’re blessed to have this beautiful
forested setting not far from any of our homes.

. == We will have access to a large meeting room. For
$165, we will be provided with five meals over the

weekend along with double-occupancy bedrooms with private bath. Single-

occupancy rooms are available for an extra $50. We also have use of a

kitchen downstairs to store and prepare our own food.
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From the center it's a short drive to the Rogue River Trail with its gorgeous
path along the water. The grounds have trails as well, a labyrinth, and a
path thru the stations of the cross, which is lovely for non-Catholics as well.

Anyone interested in joining us to meditate and write from the still small voice within and then share,
please call me for more information. —Becky Hale (541-601-3084)

Advices & Queries on PRAYER

We often come to prayer as a last resort. Why?
In our Quaker tradition, the Spirit is always
invited to participate in seeking solutions and
finding inner and outer peace. The need for
healing is universal; faith and the practice of
prayer, in the manner of Friends, is a gift. We
need to unwrap it and use it generously.
—Susan Carnahan, 1996

Prayer is spending intentional time in the presence of the Divine. Regular times of corporate and personal
prayer build our relationship with the inner Christ Spirt. This enables deeper communion for us as individuals
through each day and for the Meeting when we gather in worship.

Prayer can take many forms, including asking God’s support for others, which many contemporary Friends
call “holding in the Light.” If we ask for specific outcomes, the Divine Power may not answer as we wish. An
alternative is to take the issue or the person(s) in our minds and hearts to the Light and leave them there.

Prayer in the setting of meeting for worship may lead to a “gathered” meeting, where Friends unite in a deep
contemplative connection with each other and the Divine.

In prayer, Friends find humility and courage, guidance and strength for our daily lives. Prayer requires
attention. Any form of prayer can open our hearts to God. Frequent and regular prayer leads us to become
faithful in our lives.

Do we set aside times of quiet for openness to the Spirit? How do we come to know
an inward stillness amid the activities of daily life?

Do we encourage in ourselves and in others a habit of returning to the Source throughout each day?
Are we open to new Light from whatever source it may come?
How do we give communal attention to prayer, giving voice to joys and needs that Friends feel?
How does our personal prayer life enrich meeting for worship?




What is Friends World Committee for Consultation?

9 am Sunday 25 May: A Presentation by Hazel Jordan

During first hour on the final Sunday in May, birthright Friend =
Hazel Jordan will better acquaint South Mountain Friends with
the role and mission of Friends World Committee for 4
Consultation (FWCC). As well, Hazel will draw from her
personal experiences of attending FRWW sessions, including
her participating in March 2025 FWCC Section of the America
gathering and the Young Adult Friend meeting which
preceded it (Hazel is 3rd from left in the 1st row in this photo).

According to the FWCC website, The Friends World Committee for Consultation encourages
fellowship and understanding among all the branches of the Religious Society of Friends. The
FWCC brings Quakers together in multiple ways to celebrate God in our lives, to gather the Quaker
voice, build networks to address issues of our time, and to unite Friends within our diversity.

Specific to the gathering that Hazel recently attended: Quakerism in the Americas is richly diverse
spanning at least five varieties, including pastoral, liberal, conservative, evangelical, and holiness
traditions, with many layers of nuance within and between. —Bob Morse

2 Ways YOU Can Help Our Meeting Take Collective Action

Two of the suggested actions that we might take as a Meeting during this time of strife and confusion
have garnered the support of business meeting: Teach-Ins and a Friendship Bench.

Teach-ins offer a way to invite many views on what’s happening in today’s world. It could include
historic preludes to current events or ways to stand up and speak out in the face of intolerable
societal changes. Our teach-ins would be grounded in Quaker process and would only manifest
nonviolent action.

D The friendship bench has roots in Africa, in mental health, and in

— Aty schools. Our Quaker vision of a FRIENDship bench would be the
S establishment of a safe. comfortable multi-person outdoor public
seat where folks could gather when they need to talk, share,
grieve, or cry—a place to where people might migrate when they
need a hug, a listening ear, or a friend.

Business meeting supported the recommendation that we set up
an ad hoc committee to plan and execute each of these projects.
Fernando volunteered to be the contact person for the teach-ins,
and Ka volunteered to be the contact person for the friendship
bench.

Please consider contacting Fernando (chinezebandit@gmail.com)
or Ka (kathleendbees@gmail.com) to join their ad hoc committee. —Bob Morse
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Spring Cleaning Meeting House Work Party [

9 am - noon Saturday 10 May. All are invited.
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—Ka Hering
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~ Friends Committee on
ﬂlf\]({; National Legislation

The Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) is an excellent way to understand how
Quakers are examining the most critical political issues facing our nation and our world. The FCNL
provides up-to-date reports and webinars. For example, at the FCNL website, we can view how
Quakers analyze and act in the face of the crisis caused by MAGA. FCNL provides how-to-do
suggestions for writing Op-Eds or contacting your Congressional representatives so to make our
voices heard. FCNL: http://www.fcnl.org. —Fernando Gapasin

Anima Mundi Productions Introduces '25-'26 Season
2:30 pm Sunday 18 May at ScienceWorks Museum, Ashland

Each season, the concert series seeks to address a global challenge through
the transformative power of the performing arts, bringing residents of the Rogue §
Valley closer together in the process. The theme for the upcoming season is
For Love of Nature, a series of concerts that celebrate our natural world while
calling on all of us to be loving stewards of our environment.

Unique to this year, Anima Mundi is partnering with ScienceWorks—a natural fit for both
organizations. For the performing arts-focused Anima Mundi, this partnership offers opportunities for
concert attendees of its nature-themed concerts to learn about environmental sciences and how to be
stewards of our natural world. For ScienceWorks, this partnership represents a deeper journey into
"STEAM" (Science, Technology, Engineering, ARTS, and Math) programming and expansion of their
outreach to teens. Anima Mundi executive director Ethan Gans-Morse describes the collaboration:
“Our artistic work fosters compassion, and ScienceWorks awakens curiosity.”

On Sunday 18 May:
2 pm: ScienceWorks Theatre opens: Arrive early, enjoy good snacks/good company

2:30 pm: Enjoy a multimedia presentation about the Heart of Humanity Concert Series
and ScienceWorks' STEAM initiatives

Free entrance to the museum for all attendees

RSVP is strongly encouraged by signing up online at
https://animamundiproductions.com/scienceworks

For more information: (541) 833-3066 ext. 1

Quaker Events Open to the Greater Community
Free Writing Friends: every MONDAY afternoon

Song Circle: 6:30 pm 2nd TUESDAYS ~+ 0
\ Meditation on Peace & Love: 5-6 pm every THURSDAY ‘

Details at OUR SCHEDULE | AshlandQuakers
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Meeting for Worship for Business
20 April 2025

Friends Present: Bill Ashworth, Melody Ashworth,
Valeria Breiten, Ken Deveney, Ann Gaffnhey, Nancy
Spear, Fernando Gapasin, Althea Godfrey, Andra
Hollenbeck, Bob Morse, Adam Thompson, Ka Hering

Quote & Reflection: “The best criticism of the bad is
still the practice of the better. Oppositional energy
only creates more of the same. All problem solving
must first be guided by a positive and overarching
vision.” ~ Richard Rohr from The Universal Christ

2025.4.1 Friends approved as presented the
Minutes from the March Meeting for Worship for
Business.

Treasurer Report: We didn’t have a lot of financial
activity this month. We have spent 68% of the amount
we have budgeted to spend this year, and we have
only brought in 56% of what we expected to bring in
this year. Finance Committee is preparing a letter to
send out that we expect will boost donations.

Finance Committee Report (FC): FC researched
using Andrew “Yav” Yavelow’s gift in order to electrify
the Meetinghouse, but the gift falls way short of the
cost to do that work. Instead, FC suggests adding
these funds to our investments to better build an
endowment usable for maintaining our meeting.

Ministry & Counsel (M&C): At the recent forum on
possible ways forward, 3 suggestions were quite
vocally supported. M&C recommends that an ad hoc
committee be formed for each of these actions and
that a contact person step forward to clerk each
committee.

Friendship Bench: a place where people can go
when they’re in need of support or listening. Ka
volunteered to be the contact person.

Grief-Related Listening Circles: Friends vocalized
that the need is for more than grief, indeed even
empathetic fear for those around us who are
suffering/threatened.

Teach-Ins: to learn about and discuss historic trends
leading to today’s authoritarianism and the expression
of that history today. Fernando volunteered to be the
contact person.

Friends questioned whether these actions/projects
are for our Meeting or the community at large. We
were asked to determine what, for us, is intolerable,
and what will we do about it and were reminded that
it's not what we are against but what do we stand for.
What are our values and then how do we assert them
in these actions?

It was clarified that teach-ins are clearly not just about
history but bringing together different perspectives,
and when different points of view are heard and
acknowledged, the outcome is often something new
and useful. We were again reminded that while we're
discerning how to take collective action, individuals
are encourage to act on their own. Friends named
various ways to learn what actions other Quakers are
taking (i.e., Bill is our Meeting’s conduit to the NPYM
Coordinating Council).

M&C then introduced the 4™ suggestion to emerge
from the recent forum: FCNL-recommended
Congressionally-focused actions for Friends to take to
be placed in our mid-week bulletin, presumably by our
Peace & Social Concerns Committee (P&SC).

Friends sought clarity on the essence of Quaker
process. Teach-ins are part of Quaker process and
were used to bring Quakerism to the public discourse.
Our process is inclusive and about working together
with the Light within everyone. Our process is
ongoing; we will continue to process even as we take
action. Again, we were reminded to take time to find
the right attitude inside, as this is a prerequisite for
manifesting the right action. But perhaps there are
places where we are already right inside. It is not
about subverting Quaker process but rather
recognizing those places where we are already right
inside and taking action on those while we also
working toward becoming right inside on others.
Andra suggested the first teach-in to address what’s
happening now that is against Quaker values and
offered her assistance in leading this teach-in. It was
noted that these committees might well fall under the
purview of our P&SC committee. Ken will
communicate this connection to Herb, the P&SC
clerk. As part of Quaker process, our discernment
revealed that concerns underlying the grief circles
had become subsumed by the teach-ins and the
friendship bench.

Nominating Committee (NC): NC has been revising
the job descriptions for Meeting’s various roles, which
they will present along with the slate at a called
meeting for business on August 31st.

Friendship & Hospitality (F&H): Game Night will
happen in May, but that will be the last one before the
summer break. In May, there will be no How to
Quaker and hence no potluck. On the second Sunday
in June, there will be a Quarterly potluck picnic in the
park.

Respectfully submitted,
Valeria Breiten, Clerk; Ann Gaffney, Recording Clerk




Officers

Presiding Clerk: Valeria Breiten 480-688-7442
Treasurer: Adam Thompson 201-8255

Recording Clerk: Ann Gaffney 603-490-7193
Communications Clerk: Jean Semrau 488-6855 along
with Kitty Cable

Joint Committee Delegates: Ariel Love 925-212-2118;
Bill Ashworth 778-9470

Standing Committees
Ministry and Counsel: Bob Morse 482-8449, David

Runkel 210-0031, Crystal Bosbach 930-4222, Andra
Hollenbeck 601-6421, Althea Godfrey 261-5329, Merlin
McDaniel 301-6054, Valeria Breiten (ex officio)

Nominating Committee: Richard Spencer 707-543-6330,
Wyatt Banks, Nancy Spear, Adam Thompson

*Peace and Social Concerns: Herb Rothschild 531-2848,
Ken Deveney, Jim Lobsenz, Steve Radcliffe

*Finance: Nancy Spear, Ann Gaffney, Adam Thompson
(ex officio)

*Friendship and Hospitality: Ka Hering 778-5206,
Crystal Bosbach, Cathy McDaniel, JoAnn Sustrick;
Welcomers: Andra Hollenbeck, Tara Jones, Rochelle
Webster, Fernando Gapasin, Richard Spencer

Newsletter submissions are due to Bob Morse
(morse@mind.net) Tuesday after Business Meeting

South Mountain Friends Meeting
543 South Mountain Avenue
Ashland, Oregon 97520

Interest Group Contact Persons
*Adult Education: Bill Ashworth 778-9470

*Art Displays: Becky Hale 601-3084

*Building & Grounds: Merlin McDaniel 301-6054
*Child Education: Ad Hoc Children’s Committee
*Circle of Light: Crystal Bosbach 930-4222
*Free Writing Friends: Becky Hale 601-3084
*Friends Men’s Group: Ken Deveney 482-2173
*Friends Women’s Group: Althea Godfrey 261-5329
*Library: A Friend

*Neighbors in Need: Alex Reid 707-499-9146
*Outdoor Worship: Ka Hering 778-5206
*Racial/Climate Concerns: Bob Morse 482-8449

Other Contact Persons

Interfaith Ministries: Gizelle Luccio 944-0748
Newsletter: Bob Morse 482-8449

NPYM Coordinating Committee: Bill Ashworth 778-9470
Web Site Administration: Bob Morse 482-8449

Monthly Neighborhood Gatherings
*Dancing Bears group: Herb Rothschild 531-2848

*Qutliers group: Becky Hale 601-3084
*Quaker Neighbors: Jean Semrau 646-8225
*Sunday Afternoon group: Lucy Edwards 541-941-7539

* = All new and longtime participants welcome
All area codes are 541 unless otherwise noted
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