
  

 

 

543 South Mountain Avenue 

 Ashland, Oregon 97520 

(541) 482-0814 

communications@ashlandquakers.org   

www.ashlandquakers.org  

SOUTH MOUNTAIN FRIENDS MEETING 
THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) 

Unprogrammed Worship in Ashland, Oregon 

 Sixth Month + Summertime 2025  

JUNE SUNDAY AM 
SCHEDULE 

First-Hour Activity 

9 to 10 am                                            

Spirit-Based Discussions 
Hybrid: Both In-Person and 

via Zoom (link below) 

1 June  No First Hour Activity                       

10:15-11 am: Circle of Light 

Rise of Meeting: Picnic in the Park 
Brown bag + Item to Share + Chair 

Beverages Provided  

8 June No First Hour Activity   

15 June ZOOM ONLY 

8:30-10 am: Business Meeting       

22 June How To Quaker:                          
Quakerspeak: Unique words,                 
idioms, and acronyms, passed down 
through Quaker history, which                     
pepper Friends’ conversations and 
add “SPICE” to life 

29 June No First Hour Activity   
      

 

SUMMERTIME Sunday AM Schedule 
First-Hour Activities are Generally Paused               

During summer Months               

Every First Sunday: 10:15-11 am: Circle of Light 

Every Sunday: 11-11:45 am: Outdoor Worship on the Back Deck  

July 

27 July: 9 am: How to Quaker 

Quaker Business Meeting: Spirit-led, discernment-based, voteless 
decision-making arising from Friends sharing their piece of the Truth 
and listening for  the collective sense which guides toward unity (not 
to be confused with uniformity) 

August  

31 August: At Rise of Meeting: Called Meeting for Business  

A brief business meeting with the sole item being Nominating                    
Committee’s presentation of their slate of officers and committees  

(Slate to be disseminated in an immediate special email bulletin) 

September 

7 September: 8:30 am Business Meeting on Zoom only 

September business meeting will occur early in the month, before our 
clerk departs for a month of travel 

Check the Weekly Bulletin for Summer Schedule Updates 

In the echo of silence, 

The whispers of the divine 

are heard, 

A melody sung by the     

universe, 

A song without a single 

word. 

Listen to the echo, my 

dear, 

And let your soul be 

stirred, 

In the silence, you’ll find,  

The divine’s sacred word. 

  —Rumi 

 

The  

Echo  

of  

Silence 

  Meeting for Worship 
11 am to Noon EVERY WEEK      

Hybrid: Both at the Quaker 
Meeting House and by Zoom 

(link below): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/7477317797pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbG

RmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09 

mailto:communications@ashlandquakers.org
http://www.ashlandquakers.org
http://www.ashlandquakers.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7477317797?pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbGRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7477317797?pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbGRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7477317797?pwd=SW1sd3pTZjhIbGRmUWpOY3pZaUFDdz09
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Honoring 

Ken’s 

90th  
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Advices & Queries on Stewardship of Money                                           
and Other Resources 

We seek a sound relationship to money and other resources, making decisions that reflect our testimonies of 
integrity, simplicity, equality, peace, and care for creation.  

Our household- and meeting-spending plans are evidence of what is important in our lives.  

We pay a fair wage to our employees and offer comparable pay for comparable work.  

We refrain from hazardous speculation or participation in business matters that may be ethically suspect. We 
seek to invest our money and time in ventures that are planned to benefit the social or environmental good as 
well as to provide a fair rate of return.  

Obsession with the things we have is a sickness. So also are envy and helplessness when we feel we haven’t 
enough. Whatever our state of economic affairs, gratitude for what we have helps to prevent worries over              
losing it or resentment of others who live differently.  

We accept our gifts and recognize with profound gratitude any opportunities to share them generously. We 
embrace and uphold Friends commitment to improving the human condition with all available gifts.  

As Friends, we examine our decisions about money and other assets, and look in them for the seeds of war, 
injustice, and environmental damage.  

“Financial stewardship in harmony with the                  

testimonies is as much a part of our spiritual life 

and journey as prayer and meditation. Our efforts 

to live simply and reject superfluous consumption 

of material goods should not be equated with a 

superficial belief that money is inherently “bad” or 

at best a necessary evil that should be ignored. By 

ignoring finances and not exercising thoughtful 

stewardship, we risk allowing money to have more 

control over our lives rather than less.”                   

—Connie Brooks, 2009 

How do we use our time, talents, and material possessions to reflect that they are gifts from God? 

As individuals and as a meeting community, how do we show that we are stewards and not just owners                      
of the property and resources in our care? 

How does the Spirit guide us in our relationship to money?                                                                   
How do our choices reflect the working of Truth and Love in our lives and in the world? 

How do we avoid judging others, and ourselves, by worldly criteria of wealth or status?   How do we answer              
to that of God in those who have less than we do? in those who have more than we do? 

How do we use the gifts we are given in ways that build community                                                            
and bring us closer to the Source and Center? 

What is our “fair share”? How do our social and economic choices help or harm our vulnerable neighbor—
human and non-human? Can we identify “the seeds of war” in our choices? 

Quaker Events Open to the Greater Community 
 

 Free Writing Friends: every MONDAY afternoon                                                                                             

Song Circle: 6:30 pm 2nd TUESDAYS 

Meditation on Peace & Love: 5-6 pm every THURSDAY 
                     ;; 

Details at OUR SCHEDULE | AshlandQuakers  

https://www.ashlandquakers.org/our-schedule
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Friendship Bench 
Seeks Listeners  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ken and I have teamed up to develop 
guidelines for the what, when, and 
where of the Friendship Bench project.  
The goal is to place a quilt on a public 
bench indicating that this is a place 
where folks can stop and talk and be 
listened to. 
                                                                        
To learn more or be a listener or be on 
the Friendship Bench team, contact me 
at (kathleen4bees@gmail.com). 
 

 —Ká Hering  

  2025-26 SMFM Proposed Budget   

 

 
 

  '24-'25 '25-’26 

Income:     

Donations 16,700 17,500 

Investment income 800   

Total income 17,500 17,500 

      

Fixed expenses:     

Joint Committee Contribution 8,400 8,400 

NPYM Dues 2,100 2,160 

Parking Lot 963 963 

Quarterly Meeting Dues 175 180 

Oregon Registration Fee 50 50 

Communications (Zoom) 160 160 

Total fixed expenses 11,848 11,913 

      

Discretionary expenses:     

Adult Education 0 0 

Children 200 0 

Equipment Maintenance 100 100 

FCNL Lobby Day Sponsorship 1,750 1,750 

Friendship & Hospitality 450 450 

Library 200 200 

Ministry & Counsel 600 750 

Misc/Office Supplies 150 150 

Neighbors in Need (OHRA) 250 0 

Newsletter 150 150 

Outreach 200 200 

Peace & Social Concerns 1,400 1,400 

Racial/Climate Concerns 600 1,200 

Tech Support for Comm Clerk   1,200 

Travel   400 

Website 280 221 

Young Adult Friends   200 

Total discretionary expenses: 6,330 7,171 

      

Total expenses: 18,178 20,284 

      

Surplus (deficit) (678) (2,784) 

 

The      

human 

spirit is 

stronger 

  

than anything that can 

happen to it.”— anon. 
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Friends Present: Bill Ashworth, Melody Ashworth, 
Crystal Bosbach, Valeria Breiten, Ken Deveney, Ann 
Gaffney, Althea Godfrey, Ká Hering, Andra                                 
Hollenbeck, Bob Morse, Josephine Olson, Herb                      
Rothschild, Nancy Spear, Adam Thompson 

Quote & Reflection: “From my point of view, God is 
the light that illuminates the darkness, even if it does 
not dissolve it, and a spark of divine light is within 
each of us.” ~ Pope Francis 

2025.5.1 Friends approved as presented the 
Minutes from the April Meeting for Worship for 
Business. 

Ministry & Counsel (M&C): A small group consisting 
of Althea, Hazel Jordan, and Bob, receiving guidance 
from Tomi-Hazel Ward, are developing ways that our 
Meeting might continue to move forward with                        
developing a right relationship with Native Peoples.  

The Pride Parade is 4 October. M&C proposes a      
September sign-making party where we make hand-
held signs with the testimonies to express our values 
to onlookers.  

Coming out of the pandemic, our Meeting focused on 
re-building our own community—neighborhood 
groups, Soul Food Sundays, game night, meditation 
on peace and love, women’s group, etc. M&C                      
proposes “Celebrating Community,” a dinner potluck 
and discussion on Friday 24 October, and requests 
that an ad hoc planning team be developed out of a 
representative from each neighborhood group, from 
Young Adult Friends, from Friendship & Hospitality, 
and from one of several long-time attenders who have 
returned to Meeting after a hiatus. 

Treasurer Report: We are running behind on our       
financials with some big expenses looming, including 
Yearly Meeting dues. The Proposed Budget assumes 
that our donations will go up a bit and that we will not 
use income from our investments (instead reinvesting 
these funds to build an endowment for future major 
expenditures), resulting in a constant income between 
last year and this year. Finance Committee (FC)     
didn’t fund children’s programming, as we lack kids in 
attendance, and didn’t increase FCNL Lobby Days, 
but may update due to travel costs increases.      
Sponsorship of BASE (Black Alliance and Social   
Empowerment) was returned to its pre-COVID                  
donation level. The Travel Fund is budgeted to allow 
folks to feel comfortable asking as needed. Our               
website costs decreased. We added a Young Adult 
Friend line item to assure this group may have what 
they need as they grow. We are projecting a large 
deficit. Given our past spending habits and our               

reserves, FC is comfortable with this large deficit, as 
were some Friends in attendance.   

FC is increasing the minimum amount maintained in 
the checking account from $3,000 to $4000, annually 
using the investment account to keep this balance. 

FC has placed written information in the foyer                       
describing various ways to financial support Meeting, 
and Friends addressed how folks could donate                        
money and/or time. Due to inflation, Friends are                       
encouraged to increase their donations accordingly. 
FC (comprised of Ann, Nancy, and Adam) welcome 
additional suggestions by email.  

FC has decided to add Yav’s bequest to the            
investment account. Concerns about how to manage 
our emergency funds (assisting Friends in need) will 
be addressed in an autumn winnowing session. 

2025.5.2 Friends accepted for seasoning as                       
presented the 2025-2026 Proposed Budget (see 
page 4). 

Nominating Committee (NC) has been updating 
Meeting’s job descriptions, making them concise and 
supplementing them with procedure manuals, the    
latter being an ongoing task. There are several                   
openings on the M&C committee. If you or someone 
you know would be interested in supporting Meeting 
in this manner, please inform NC.  

Friendship & Hospitality (F&H) is considering 
monthly events taking place each second weekend, 
possibly changing the event each quarter. There’s 
potential for a July meetup at the City Band concert.  

Peace & Social Concerns (P&SC) is donating to: 
Health Care for All Oregon, National Alliance for    
Mental Illness (NAMI), Peace House, Resolve 
(conflict resolution in the schools), Rogue Climate, 
Rogue Riverkeeper, Sexual Assault Response Team, 
SOCAN, Unite Oregon, The Crest, Lanita Witt                       
Memorial Scholarship Fund, NW Seasonal Workers 
Assoc (NWSA), Braver Angels Oregon Urban-Rural 
Project. The committee will continue sending students 
to FCNL’s Spring Lobby Weekend. Friends to be 
aware of some Christian Nationalist-leaning local 
school board candidates, especially in Medford.  

Clerk Report: There has been limited interest in        
moving forward with an outreach committee. Clerk 
Valeria perceives that our Meeting’s energy is more 
toward in-reach, such as celebrating our efforts in     
re-establishing our own community.  

Respectfully submitted,                                                           
Valeria Breiten, Clerk, Ann Gaffney, Recording Clerk                                                              

Meeting for Worship for Business                                                                  
18 May 2025 
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South Mountain Friends Meeting 

543 South Mountain Avenue 

Ashland, Oregon 97520 

 

Officers  
Presiding Clerk: Valeria Breiten 480-688-7442  
Treasurer: Adam Thompson 201-8255  
Recording Clerk: Ann Gaffney 603-490-7193 
Communications Clerk: Jean Semrau 488-6855 along 
with Kitty Cable 
Joint Committee Delegates: Ariel Love 925-212-2118; 
Bill Ashworth 778-9470 
 
 

Standing Committees                             
Ministry and Counsel: Bob Morse 482-8449, David 
Runkel 210-0031, Crystal Bosbach 930-4222, Andra      
Hollenbeck 601-6421, Althea Godfrey 261-5329, Merlin 
McDaniel 301-6054, Valeria Breiten (ex officio)  
 

Nominating Committee: Nancy Spear 626-437-8913, 
Richard Spencer, Wyatt Banks, Adam Thompson 

 

*Peace and Social Concerns: Herb Rothschild 531-2848, 
Ken Deveney, Jim Lobsenz,  Steve Radcliffe 

*Finance: Nancy Spear, Ann Gaffney, Adam Thompson 
(ex officio)  

*Friendship and Hospitality: Ká Hering 778-5206, 
Crystal Bosbach, Cathy McDaniel, JoAnn Sustrick;    
Welcomers: Andra Hollenbeck, Tara Jones, Rochelle 
Webster, Fernando Gapasin, Richard Spencer 

Newsletter submissions are due to Bob Morse
(morse@mind.net) Tuesday after Business Meeting 

 

Interest Group Contact Persons                     
*Adult Education: Bill Ashworth 778-9470 
*Art Displays: Becky Hale 601-3084  
*Building & Grounds: Merlin McDaniel 301-6054  
*Child Education: Ad Hoc Children’s Committee 
*Circle of Light: Crystal Bosbach 930-4222  
*Free Writing Friends: Becky Hale 601-3084  
*Friends Men’s Group: Ken Deveney 482-2173 
*Friends Women’s Group: Althea Godfrey 261-5329 
*Library: A Friend 
*Neighbors in Need: Alex Reid 707-499-9146 
*Outdoor Worship: Ká Hering 778-5206 
*Racial Concerns: Bob Morse 482-8449  
 

Other Contact Persons 
Interfaith Ministries: Gizelle Luccio 944-0748 
Newsletter: Bob Morse 482-8449  
NPYM Coordinating Committee: Bill Ashworth 778-9470 
Web Site Administration: Bob Morse 482-8449 
 

Monthly Neighborhood Gatherings 
*Dancing Bears group: Herb Rothschild 531-2848 
*Outliers group: Becky Hale 601-3084 
*Quaker Neighbors: Jean Semrau 646-8225                 
*Sunday Afternoon group: Lucy Edwards 541-941-7539 

 
 
 

 = All new and longtime participants welcome    
 

 All area codes are 541 unless otherwise noted                      
 
 

mailto:morse@mind.net

